
Open, refi llable bulk soap dispensers 
can put your business at risk

A study1 conducted by the University of Arizona under the 
direction of microbiologist Dr. Charles P. Gerba showed:
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The average user receives more 
than 1,000,000 bacteria per
millimeter – more than an
average toilet.

Bacteria is spread to unsuspecting 
users who think they are cleaning 
their hands. 

of refi llable bulk soap dispensers contained
unsafe levels of bacterial contamination

of the samples contained coliforms, illness
causing fecal-based organisms

How does bulk
soap become
contaminated?

• Bulk soap dispensers are 
open to the environment.  

• There are no standards for 
cleaning and sanitizing.

•  New soap becomes
 tainted as it is added to
 contaminated soap.

Are you washing
                your hands with germs?

1 Dr. Charles P. Gerba Bulk Soap Contamination. Unpublished Studies. University of Arizona 2006, 2007.




